A lthough current-generation metallic-backbone drug-eluting stents are extremely safe and highly efficacious in preventing restenosis, they exhibit a small but steady rate of failure in the years following device implantation (1,2). Recent insights from autopsy and intravascular imaging studies suggest that many of these events are due to an accelerated form of atherosclerosis that develops inside the stent (3). This provides rationale for the development of bioresorbable stents, which break down and disappear once their early scaffolding function has been served. 
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